
 

Page | 19  
 

The following chart provides guidance in understanding behaviors that may be attributed to 

insufficient integrated and designated ELD instruction.   

 

Learning Behaviors Reasons for Behaviors of an English Learner 

Difficulty following 
directions 

May not understand: 

 Academic language without scaffolds 

 Multiple step directions without visuals, chunking, repetition by 
student 

 Idioms without explanation 

Poor performance in 
primary language 
assessment or limited 
primary language 
proficiency 

English Learner instructed mostly in English may have “language loss”—
reduced competency in primary language due to lack of practice and/or 
instruction 
 
Formal and explicit academic language has not been provided. 

Difficulty retelling a 
narrative in sequence or 
summarizing a text 

While learning English, ELs may experience delays in listening, reading, 
speaking and writing.  This may be due to limited vocabulary and 
grammatical structure knowledge.  An EL may also have difficulty 
understanding text without appropriate scaffolds at their proficiency 
levels.   

Difficulty with 
phonological awareness 
(Letter-sound 
relationships) 

When ELs are taught to read using an English reading program, they may 
not be able to distinguish or pronounce sounds that do not exist in their 
home language (see Problem English Sounds and Language Transfers 
above).   
For LTELs, difficulties with letter-sound relationships may become 
fossilized and manifest in their reading and writing.   
 

Difficulty remembering 
sight words 

When words are not presented or taught in a meaningful context, an 
English Learner may experience difficulty memorizing them.   

Slow to learn sound-
symbol correspondence 

An English Learner may have learned a differing set of sound-symbol 
correspondences in the home language.  For example, in Spanish there 
are 5 sounds for a, e, i, o, u; and in English there are many more sounds 
for the same 5 vowels.   

Confused by figurative 
language 

An English Learner may attach literal meaning to the following literary 
devices used in English without proper scaffolds and explicit instruction: 

 Idioms 

 Shades of meaning 

 Cultural/historical references 

 Intonation (when listening) 

 Precise or colorful vocabulary 
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